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˝RETURNING TO FORMER 
GLORY˝

SEA VIEW VILLA
Located at 4 Anderson Street, the grand lady of Torquay, 
'Sea View Villa' has been sitting waiting for someone to 
give her some love and a facelift for quite a while.

Charles Henry Smith, manager at Clyde Works 
Woolscourers at Breakwater, later owning his own 
business CH Smith & Sons, Woolscourers and Fellmongery 
built the house around 1894/5.  

'Sea View Villa' may have been designed by the prolific 
Geelong architects, Laird and Barlow, who had a close 
friendship with the original owner. 

‘Sea View Villa’ has long associations with the Smith Family, 
who owned the property until 1966. During that time, 
members of the family served the Geelong and Torquay 
community in various capacities. Although altered, 
the dwelling is a rare surviving local example of late 
Victorian styled 19th century timber seaside residence 
with a viewing tower.   Source: Farmland, Forest & Surf: 
Environmental History, Surf Coast Shire Heritage Study 
Stage 2B (2009) 

Built in 1894 on the 

corner of Pride and 

Anderson Streets, 

the house has been 

unoccupied for over 

ten years.

In an interview with Robin Seymour, 
great granddaughter of Charles Henry 
Smith, she confirmed the house 
being built in 1894 and described 
how she would love to go up to the 
tower and look around on her visits. 
There was a wide bench that was 
able to accommodate a mattress. 
Her father would sleep on the bench 
when they visited. Robin recounted 
that on entering the house there was 
a sitting room which led you through 
to the kitchen. On the left hand side 
were the bedrooms. The walls were 
lined with stained wood. Out the 
back was an old blue stone stable 
which was used for dining – an old 
pool table top would be turned over 
to become a dining table making the 
room look very smart. 

Ross Illingworth, the great-great 
grandson of Charles Henry & Mary 
Smith explains that one of their sons, 
Cr William Herbert Smith, (born 30 
June 1885) my great grandfather, 
was the owner of 'Sea View Villa' 
after the death of Charles Henry in 
1908 until his death in 1940. W H 
Smith, was elected to the committee 
of the Geelong Hospital in 1930, 
Chairman of the House and Finance 
Committee. He was educated at 
Geelong College, President of The 
Geelong and Western District 

Protestant Orphanage during 
1934-35, member of the Geelong 
City Council, special magistrate 
of the Children's Court, Chairman 
of the Torquay Public Reserves 
Committee, a member of the Torquay 
Improvement Association (TIA) and 
appointed to the advisory board of 
The Ballarat Trustees Executors & 
Agency Company limited. He died 
suddenly in 1940 with a heart attack 
at “Clyde” in Skene Street Newtown.

He and his wife, Mrs Edith Mary Smith 
built "Clyde" as their family home in 
Skene Street, just a few doors down 
from “Edgecumbe”, grandmother 
Smith’s family home.  Cr W H Smith 
was representative of the Villamanta 
Ward on the Geelong City Council. 
His name appears on the foundation 
stone of City Hall. "Clyde" appeared 

The house was moved closer to the 
corner in 2012.

ALL WRAPED UP

Photo and cover photo by John 
Walker
www.johnwalker images.com

in 'Vogue Living' as a feature home. 
They had three daughters, Marjory, 
Leslie and Jean. On the death of 
William Herbert Smith, there was a 
“lottery” amongst family members 
to who would get the main house 
or a block of land next door. My 
grandmother, Marjory Illingworth 
[nee Smith] “won” the lottery and was 
given 'Sea View Villa'. This was sold in 
1966 ending a long association with 
the property.

For many years now 'Sea View Villa' 
has sat idle and neglected. The new 
owners are working hard to bring life 
back to the grand old lady as they 
work with Council in formulating the 
plans.   
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SMITH  FAMILY
Henry Smith, his wife and seven year old son Charles Henry arrived in 

Geelong from England in 1852. Henry opened a business as a cabinet 
maker in Ryrie Street, Geelong, where he lived and prospered until 1882, 
when both he and his wife passed away.

Charles Henry, attended St. Paul’s school in West Geelong and early in life 
displayed evidence of an ability which was destined to place him in the 

forefront of local industry later in life. Charles Henry showed his engineering 
skills early, he was an engine-driver for Alfred Douglas at his wool scouring 
works “Barwonside”, where he remained until he was twenty nine. 

In 1867 Charles Henry married Mary Danger (Mt. Duneed) who had also 
come out from England in 1852 with her parents on the ship “Sir Robert 

Sale”. In 1874 Charles Henry was appointed Manager of the Strachan, Murray 
and Shannon’s “Clyde” wool scouring and fellmongery works. On November 
9th architects were calling for tenders for the proposed pulling shop, sweat 
rooms and drains, etc. In January three years later they were calling for the 
erection of a tannery. 

At the Centennial International Exhibition held at 
Melbourne in late 1888, Strachan, Murray and 

Shannon entered scoured wool in six sections that had 
been scoured by their 'Clyde' fellmongery, using a new 
patented scouring machine invented by Charles Smith, 
the Manager. They were awarded 1st prize in all six 
sections entered.

Charles continued in his role as manager until a 
disastrous fire broke out at the Clyde Co. on 5th  

August 1900, that resulted in its complete destruction. 
Attempts by the fire brigade were frustrated by a very 
poor water supply and strong winds, but had the water 
pressure been better the building could probably have 
been saved. Sheets of red hot iron were hurled through 
the air by strong winds and the destruction of Munday’s 
tannery next door was expected any minute because of 
the extreme heat. It was only a sudden heavy downpour 
of rain and the dropping of the wind that saved it. Three 
hours later only the chimney stack of the Clyde Co. 
remained standing. Over 60 men were thrown out of 
work as the result of the fire. 

In May 1901 Charles Shannon, one of the owners of the 
destroyed ‘Clyde’, said the Factory Act where wages went 

up 40%  had been an important factor which resulted in 
them not rebuilding.  The following year the 'Clyde' was 
sold. Charles Smith bought the property with his four 
sons and rebuilt the 'Clyde' in 1903. 

In 1908 Charles Henry Smith died in his 62nd year at 
‘Edgecumbe’.

On the death of their father, the four sons carried on 
the business of the “Clyde” works, but around 1915 

Albert Victor was compelled to retire for health reasons, 
and William Herbert also retired in 1928, thus leaving the 
control of business in the hands of the eldest son, Charles 
Henry Smith and his brother Ernest Edward Smith.  

More information at www.torquayhistory.com

MARY SMITH

PHILANTHROPIST
 

My great, great grandmother, Mary Smith (Born 1846 
Died 1940). was one of Geelong earliest pioneers 
(arrived in Geelong at Point Henry on sailing ship 
"The Sir Robert Sale" in 1852, aged six). She was 
stranded off Point Henry for days because the crew 
deserted to join the gold rush and eventually waded 
ashore on the shoulders of a sailor at low tide. She 
took a great interest in the district and the City and 
was a generous philanthropist.  (Ross Illingworth)

1940
survived fire
 
On “Black Friday” 13 January 1939, Cr William Smith 
sent over 100 workers and contractors from the 'Clyde 
Works' on trucks with buckets and sacks to fight the 
fire at Torquay. Chains of men stretched from the sea 
at the front beach, passing buckets of sea water to 
wet the sacks to protect fire threatening the township. 
The fire front got within a street of 'Sea View Villa' with 
many of the original homes lost. Anderson Street was 
one of the worst affected areas.

This makes Sea View Villa even more important.

 (Ross Illingworth)

THE SMITH 
FAMILY 
AT 90TH 
CELEBRATIONS 

photo courtesy of  Robin Seymour Mary Smith the center of the photograph of the Smith family on her 
90TH BIRTHDAY, 1936 , outside her home “Edgecumbe”.
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